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Synopsis

Signs of Life in the USA works in the classroom because students love to talk and write about
popular culture. Signs of Life teaches students to read and write critically about pop culture by
providing them with a conceptual framework known as semiotics, a field of study developed
specifically for the interpretation of culture and its signs. Signs of Life, written by a prominent
semiotician and an experienced writing instructor, has been extensively updated to account for the
rapid evolution of contemporary trends and student interests. It features insightful themes with
provocative and current reading selections that ask students to think analytically about
AmericaA¢a -a,¢s popular culture with questions such as: How has niche advertising impacted
minorities? How has have television and the Internet shaped our current political climate? Signs of
Life provides students with the academic language necessary to analyzethe significance of our

shared cultural experiences.A A
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Customer Reviews

The coeditors are successful textbook authors who, between them, have over fifty years of teaching
experience in the college classroom. Sonia Maasik, a lecturer in the UCLA Writing Programs, has
taught writing from developmental to advanced levels, and coordinates training for UCLA writing
programs’ teaching assistants. Jack Solomon, a professor of English at California State University,
Northridge, teaches literature and critical theory, along with his graduate and undergraduate classes
on popular cultural semiotics, and is often interviewed by the media for analysis of current events
and trends. He is the author of The Signs of Our Time (1988) and Discourse and Reference in the

Nuclear Age (1988). The two together have published Signs of Life in the U.S.A.: Readings on



Popular Culture for Writers, Sixth Edition (Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2009) and California Dreams and
Realities, Third Edition (Bedford/St. Martin s, 2005)."

i only ordered thsi book fo rm yenglish clas it was in good condition iwould reccomend. its normlly
80.00 plus tax i got it for 20.00 rental ! nice adn affordable! its a great option for a book one will only

use for a few months.

Rented for class, after receiving teacher decided it was not needed, returned

Rented the e-book version for my iPad. Kindle offers some great tools for highliting, bookmarking,

annotating, and even defining whatever word you select. Very satisfied.

Ordered this book for class. It has a wide variety of authors and even has some opposing views.

Overall it's easy to read and a good size.

Finally a book used for classes with lots of interesting pop culture. | enjoyed every minute of reading

this book. | am so glad that my professor chose this!

ltem arrived earlier than expected and even though cover is a little wrinkled it is a good price to rent

for. I'm satisfied with the book.

Besides receiving this book with a loose page, which is no problem, this book is exactly as

described and is kept in good shape.

informative, focused, helpful, | used it for my English 100 class and it was helpful, but i did not enjoy

it so much
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